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Bshind the South Ameiican Sijories ^ 


THE NOTIONAL (S skl^m\ 


Chatty Letters During €t Joixmey Fr6m tb 1m> (^ 


During the past seven months. Joumal- 
lat Hunter B. Thompaon hAS been roam- 
iDf through South 'America. His Informa- 
tive dispatches on social, economic, and 
political conditions there have been ap-* 
P9«rlnf ^ The Katiooal Obaerver. . 

But there's another side tp reporting 
that seldom shows up In formal dispatch- 
es—the personal experiences of the dig- 
ging, inquisitive newsman, These often 
give fascinating insights 6n the land and 
the people. Witness these excerpts from 
Ttxmipaon's personal letters to his 


In Washington. 


^ Aruba. 

r am leaving by smuggling boat for 
Colombia in a few ^ours and am rushing 
to get this off before Z.go. (Article on 
Anitoa, The National Obaenrer. July 16.] 
It is urobaUy too late and too kng tar. 
you, but I hope not. because I think It is 
' |1 good and valid look at island politics, 
personalities, etc. 

In about three days I plan to be in 
Barranquila. Colombia. After Barran, I 
plan to go up the Magdelena River to 
Bogota, thence to Peru in time for the 
Itmalo tietUons. But this is tentattf0. 



Bogota, ColombU. 

Here is a sort of offbeat travel piece 
that might Interest ypu (Article on 
OuaJira, Hie National Obeenrer, Aug. 6). 
In Aruba, they are probably annotmclng 
the eiectUm results right about now and x 
imagine there kre a lot of people dlgglnf 
holes in the bleak Aruba landscape. 

If you can thhik of anything else s^u 
might want, let me know. By the time I 
get to Ecuador I will have seen most of 
Colombia at close range. If nothing else, 
I wlU have a lot of photos and, hopefuUy, 
an immunity to /lyaeiitenr, which is mm 
on me In full ftxroe. 

The Valencia piece (Article on Colom- 
bia. The National Observer, June 24) will 
be in the mall tomorrow if they will stop 
ringing these bells— a mad clanging every 
five or ten minutes. Sometimes It goes 
on for 90, and bounces me around the 
hotel room the whole while. Between the 


An oasis on a Latin American odyssey, La/Paz, Bolivia, Is a mod- 
ern city of 350,000 people situated 1 2,000 feet above -sea level. 


Progress thing is a toughle, beeause most 
of the hard-nose opposition to it is sulky 
and silent. In a lot of cases, the Alliance 
faces a problem not unUke that of trying 
to convince Jay Gould that he is not acting 
hi the best interests of his country. 

incidentally. RoJas Ph^Ula is without 
doubt the only dictator whose name is in 
the phone book in the capital dtar o?er 
which he cnce, held swigr. He nm In 
thebeslseettoiiorBQio^* ' ^ 

* « * 


ever, reyolves In one way or anotl)er 

around questions of money. There seems 
to be a universal impression thai I am^ 
on some sort of Divine Dole, and the 
theory that I often require money in 
order to make money has not gained 
wide acceptanee; I trust you have suffic- 
ient baekground in Personal Bc o n omlcs 
to graspHje full meaning of this. 

I could toss In a few hair-raising stories 
about what happens to poor Yanquls who 
eat cheap food, or the fact that I caught a 
bad cold in Bogota because my hotel 


Colombia, anyway) to view the problen 


of the local economies as essentially 
thins for the Alliance to d^al with. 

„ most like, ^''Thank God, B1| 

I to the street I am haif-nMul.» fliMUy^come to the reset 
tAll«lMfe go the bells again.) Ten min- 
Smmltttliestom^ in the^ bel^ 


dysttite ry, the bells, and the unceasing _^ 
jtaodspeakers I 



Call, OolombU. 

. sent earlier ion the price 

ol OnkwiWan ooffee^ oo Ihe world maxket 
are eorreel, Iwl noi nearly as dramatic 
as the Hollowing: Ninety cents a pound 
in 19M. 89 cents a pound In IMi. As X 
said, oolombla depends on coffee for IT 
per cent of its export earnings. 

incidentally, oolombla gets another 15 
per cent of its export earnings from pe- 
troleum. That leaves 8 per cent as^ base 
to begin "diversifying" with. Not quioh. 
eht 0ome good mhids are JusI about at 
end of tDeir tether wttjH Itn pMlem. 
' While rm talking here, ttieAlli||Be tor 


It.** This Is, of oourse. a 
but there Is a kit of truth In i 

Another omUx>us note is the attitude of 
a lot of American bushiessmen I have 
talked to— "Sure, we'd like to help, but 
bustoess is business, you 'know. . . 
And everything they say makes sense on 
at least one level: Fears of arbltmr gov- 
ernment nrlce controls, 
mountbtg labor difficulties. 
Of lo|iff>term mvestments ti. 1 
talnSToTtlie short. 

it tt it 

i)aito, Ecuador. 

The sun Is shining in Quito, the moun- 
latns are giera^apd sparkllhg; around the 
town, and my mind Is^uiiing Ui high 
gear. 

Most ei 



,1 lyiill^iiy..^^ 
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NOW Tear Is probably 
tliB eMsst Miftf oele- 
liraled tqr ma^tl ls also 

the most universal. 

aouthem mountaineers 


This Week in History 

Abr|ham UncoUi issued 
the Emancipation Procla- 
mation Jan. 1. 1888. (Pre- 
linUnary^roclamatlon was 
made Sept. 23, 1881.) 


^ware of the ^onth 

Betvare the January month: Beware 
Tho$e hurtful dayi, that keenly jflercing air 
Which tlaya the 9teer$; when wide o'er feU qnd flood 
iqe in Us otirdisd ma$$et ntot pi0 Mood. 

^ Besled, ITorles luuTDaiti, BlgMk Csmw M. 


17 to senor Thompson,* the gringo with 
thfr messy room. 

; ' it it it 

Guayaquil. Ecaa^V. ' 
Things are not going well here, my 
man. I limped in Saturday night after 
a spine-cracking trahi ride, and on Sun- 
day discovered to my horror that the 
president and aU the OuayaquU money 
men ire leaving Wednesday fbr Washtaig- 
ton. For this reason I am tiatplng « time 
seeing anytae— or at least the right 
people. 

Aside from that problem, I am beset 
by other forms of plague. One, I have 
not had any word from my New York 
secretary in two weeks so I have no 
idea how I stand at the bank. Thus I am 
afraid to cash a check. The first ttme 
I bounce one down here I might as well 
give up and go back to the States. 

The moneyed conununlty on this con- 
tinent, which is what you have to deal 
with when you want to cash checks, is 
like Melville's circle of Genius— which 
"all over the world stands hand hi hand, 
and 'one* shock of recognition runs the 
whole .circle, round." . Which means, in 
my case, that if I bounce a check hi. 
Call my reputation as a crook will pre- 
cede me to Buenos Ahres. So I have to 
be careful. 

Optimism is a rare commodity here, 
and the dally harassmepts of life hi 
Guayaquil an Just alxmt at in)ieb ai a 
man should have to bear. 


Guayaquil, 1 
This is to confirm my not particularly 
pointed observations during yestirdsy's 
phone call, which I appreciated a^ whale 

4 ^ 


Call, OolemMa. 'didn't have hot water, but that would only 


thsAfi travels I have dlscofered that gall 
is nol^always the best eurreQoy» and Ibere 
are thhes when rwouM be far better ott 

with the>oth«y^Jdnd. 

X am throwtag tl)ls thhig hi your lap 
though I dont expect anyone to agree— 
at a distance of several tbouiand miles— 
with my eertahi knowledge ibi^ X lun a 
paragon of wisdom, .courage, oeeenoy, and 
visionary talent. On the other hand, I am 
working on my fourtli case of dysentery^ 
m^ stomach feels like a tree is growing 
In It, and X am medically forbidden to 
toucb'so much as a staigle beer. 

WeU, this is the longest letter X*Ye wrtt^ 
tqi shiee x was hi the Air Foroe and was 
sendhig love letters to a girl hi Talla* 
hassee. I dont expect you to be altb* 
gether happy with this one. out then tbi 
girl wasn't always happy with hers, eitheri 
and we both survived. ^ 

AhV It hi noon now, cheekHxit ttms, and 
I eim bear tne clang of the cash VegisteT 
men tbit patio as they rack up another 



/ ' Writar Hunf«r Thompson 

of a lot and all the more because I sus- 
pect you did it primarily to keep me from 
leeiUng nyrself to the giant turtles. 

Now X fMl better hi the head, if not hi 
tbaatomaeh. On Monday X wUl fly to LUna. 
X oould go before l^t but Saturday and 
Sunday are hoUdays and we ]ust fhi- 
islfed a five-day lull having to do with 
Ecuadorian history. These holidays are 
maddening: every time you turn around 
they are rolllngSlown the store fronts and 
lockhig the offices. That, hi addition to a 
noon to 4 p.m. lunch hour, makes work 
Just about impossible. 

I understand that whUe X was to Quito 
my secreUry tol(| you X was' hi Talara. 
I>eru. I thhik the New York summer has 
affected her reason. Just for the jriasrd. 
I have never near Talara and MU.do 
everythhig hi my power to viM It m the 


I 


Lima, Peru. 


I have a good peg on Peru. It may 
seem like heresy in Washington, but ij^is 
a fact that democracy is ju^t about a^ 
popular here as eating live goldfish. I 
tell you now so you'll have thne to poo^ 
der. (Some BV^?ft has been throwhig 
rocks, at m)8 window all night and if I 
D't sold my pistol I'd whip up the 
and ci\.!ii. oir a rrw' rounds at-bll^- 


I A4mN Of ru 



feet. As It Is. all I can do Is gripe to the 
desk.) The street outside is full of thugs, 
all drunk on plsco. In my weakened con- 
dition X am not about to go out there' 
and tackle them like Job Palooka/ 

It Is all I can do to swhig out of bed In 
the mornings and stumble to the shower, 
which has come to be my only pleasure. 
I am beginning. to look Uke the portrait of 
Dorian Gray; pretty soon I am going to 
have to have the mirrors taken out. 

Lima, Peru. 
Fhrst, X want to assure you that i 
exist.' There Is at present 171 pounds of 
me— down from 189 in Aruba— and just 
about the same weight hi luggage spread 
out around this room. I am twrtsd once 
again from touching even a jingle beer, 
any fried tobda. spices, pepper, and Just 
about everything else except broiled meat 
and mhieral water. 

(Now this hotel doesn't have any more 
O Loidf how 

lopgt) " 


r laa|, 


ta^Pas, Bolivia. 


~ I blew hi yesterday hi unholy shspe. 
This awful spate of pain and sickness puts 
the fear of God In a man. The latest wa^ 
the sthig of a poison hisect in Cusco. para- 
lyshig my leg as if I'd been hit by a 60- 
pound stlng-ray. Anyway, after two visits 
to the clhilc. much cortisone, many hifra- 
red lamps, and the inevitable drink-pro- 
hiblthig antibtotics X was at least able to 
walk with a cane fashioned out of one' of 
Uie legs of my camera tripod* That is the 
state I am hi now. X bobble jtfound XfS 
Paz like a vet from Ite Indian wars, 
averaging about 100 yards ap hour on the 
flats and more like a turtle on the hills. 

At the end of this week there wiU be 
no electricity hi La Paz. Now it is ra- 
ttooed to the pohit where the United 
mates Bmbassy, for one. has elevator 
servlce'only every other day. Tills means 
X have to go upi lite Hlgmi of ilahrs co 
one leg. so X have besn hnpr e ss ed with 
the gravity of the situation. 

They work it so that every section oi 
tbe city gets a turn at havhig electricity. 
So on some days you have hot water, ele- 
vators. Ughts. etc.. and on some days you 
don't. If th^ electricity goes off com- 
pletely, bowovor* X may have to flee, xt 
is bad eniigb bavhis to walk up the. 
stairs on ttteoane, wittbut havlbgnighta 
or hot water whsn X get here. Or beat, 
I might add; and La Pai Is ooM aa 
ohrlsonas. 

* * • r 
* Bit ie Janebe, Brasfl. 
I've been trylof to iat off a letter for 
about a weak wm, but pavj t^sn bowtog 
aoraas Jungia and iiat^dioaio. trarlpg 
oU camps, and venmng aU my moner on 


antibiotics. 

I figure, though, that every wc«k I've 
spent hi these countries is a week I won't 
have to spend the next time I go back. 
An hi vestment, as it were, and now that 
I've survived this much of the thhig i 
i thhik I'd be ktokfaig mjMf right now if«. 
' I'd Just skhnmed Uirough. 

I defhiltely meantp base here-«or a 
^ while, anyway. It Is about thne I lived like 
a human beinf for a change. / \ 
^ —Hum lap S. TBOMftoir 

^. . : ■. ■ ........ Jk 


